
c cy ct.
Uf you. Expect me. nACHEL."

Rftplaclng th?. menssge ln Its en-j
vclope, she put it Away ln hla pocket:
.whlle applylng the retriedle* alwayB
"kept at hand for these heart attacks;
And as soon an h'e wai; able to be
.moved, she had him taken to bed.
"He asked for ih« teleeram. nnd ap¬

peared relleved when it, was found ln
hls pocket. Wlinn the doctor arrlved
the r(ch than \v&fc ln condltlon tir m-;
tense .nervous exclt'mertt and suffering,
severely from shock.
The message hrtd. incleen. dlsttirbed

hlm profoundly. It hsd acrved to ro-
open the on* page of hl* life of which
ho.watibitterly ashamed. In the long
dlstant past, more than twenty years
before, he had boen entangltd ln tho
tolls Of a beautiful and unscrupulous
wfimah. In hls lnfatuatioi' he had been
Buspect*d of art act whlch would have-
brpught hlm under the law. had he
ihut thert' learned the charaeter of lh*
woman and fled the country.
Altough Innocent of thc- crlme. he

had slnce made reparatlon a hundred-
fold for lt; but th'-. rememhrance of
that chapter of hls llfo liad been like
a scourge of scorpions to a man of hia
r.aturaly honorable charaeter and ner¬
vous.* sensitlve oispnsltlnn. He had
worn the sackcloth and aehes of re-
morseful repentance for all the years
between; and the thought that the
secret was now about to hc revealed io
the world, made him crlnge and cower
ln morhld wretehedness ond hitter suf-
ferlng.

All that day and nlght and the next
day ho lay mlserably dlscountlng the
consequences. The reveiatlon could
not have rome at a worse moment. Hls
beloved Ollve was about to make a

marriage 6n whlch her whole happl-
ness. dependod; and lf the facts were
known. lt s*emed to hlm in hls morhld
fear 'ier life would be wrecked.

In the nfternoon he took hls resolu¬
tion. The marriage musl ba hastened
so as to take place before thls terrlble
news c6uld be told; bfcforo the woman
wh6 could tell It. that was, could reach
the country. He could make the «'x-
cuse that hls health alarmed hlm; and
whon onie she was marrled. he would
face the trouble If necessary. or flnd
Bpmc means of sllenclng thla woman.
"'Late. ln the afternoon he went down-
Btalrs to carry out thls plan.
He found Ollve at the piano, and,

ftfter the had finlshed one of hlsj
favorlte songs.she had a rlch, EOftj
mezzo-soprano voice.ha called her to
Plt hy hlm.

"Is Jack at Belborough. Ollve?" he
asked.

"No, fath*r. He ha.s gono back to
hls work at the Foreign Offlce."

"Wire to hlm that he must come to-
morrow child. I want your marria&e
to be hastened forward. lt must take
placfc at once.within a waek."
"Why, dear?"
"Do as I say, chlld. Now"; was the

"tlmost te-stlly spoken reply.
She went and dlspatehed tha messageI

and then returned to her seat by hlm.
"Now tell me. dear," she sald. wlth

» gent.i-4 smile. ...

"My heart. Ollve. Gregory tells me I|
bad a narrow shave yestArday."

"..Was that bad news you had yes¬
terday. father?"
"What news?" he replled, looklng

*t her sharply.
'That telegram from New York?"

.dear.
He wlnced. "Dld y6u see it?"
"I could not help It. It was lylng

»pqn by the slde of the couch."
H,° was sllenU'.lodklng very -trbubled.

T>.nn*t ask me, Ollve. I can't tell you."
"If lt is bad news, don't you think

T am strong enough to bear it wlth
Vou?"

"Don't ask me," he repeated.
"W611, there ls somethlng I should

like to tell you, dear. Mr. Merrldew
¦tsked me on my blrthday to marry him;
\nd when I refused he hlnted that I
mtght some day he poor; and after
be had left, he wrote me thls letter":;
"He read lt.w.Jth a heavy frovyn.- and

then shook his head. 'No child, there-ia
*io f6ar of anythlng of the sort.unless
Vou spend all the money yourself." And
,jie trled to pass off the lncident with a
Weary emlle.
"Who ls thls Mr. Merrldew. father?"
He appeared to be about to answer

iharply. but checked hlmself. "Don't
fc*->rry yourself or me about him, Olivo.
t feel tlred"; and he sank back dn the
*ofa as if exhausted.
"You have some secret that worfies

you, dearest. 1 wish you would tell
fine. lt w6uld be much easler for you
lo bear, if it ls trouble of any sort,
»nd you shared lt wlth me."

"But he waved his hand faintly and
closed his eyes, as if worn out. He lay
for some mlnutes llke thls. Then he
started up suddenly and spoke with
great impresslveness and some show
of exeltement.
"Remember what I say, Olive. Your

marriage must takjs place within the
wtek, or lt may never take place at
all. Write to Mr. Casement that he
must bo here to-morrow wlth all the
documents ready for signature; and tc
Lord Belborough that he must be here
to-morrow to have all completed. 1
mean must.MUST."
The effort appeared to exhaust hlm.

ind when he lay back again, Olive bent
down and klssed hlm tenderly.
"Dearest, she murmured.
He returned her caress and smileci

up to her. "Don't he sCared, chlld; bul
J I have a prosentlmept that If you are

not jimarrled at once, I shall not live
to see you a wife."
Greatly wonderlng ancl with a heavj

heart, Ollve wrote the letters and pass¬
ed an anxlous sorrowful nlght, seek-
Ing ln vain for some key to her father'i
Budden anxiety for the hurrylng on o:
the marriage.
That lt was In some way connectec

wlth the mysterlous cablegram fron
America, she could not doubt; but wha
could be the meanlng of it, or whi
was the woman who slgned herseli
"Rachel," she could not even venturi
m guess.
The followlng mornlng brought he

9. telegram from Jack, saylng he wouh
bo down early, and at noon Lord ani
Lady' Belborough arrlved, followed
few mlnutes aiterward by Mr. Case
ment, the lawyer.
Mr. Parmenter explalned hls wl»he>

nnd no objectlon was rulsed; but Lad:
Belborough was dlsposed to be ver:
c.iirlous when she and Ollve were alone
-Ant} was an unpleasant as usual.
"What is tlie reason for all thls hastc

Ollve? It |s almost Indecent, I thlnk
ind she snltfed unpleasantly. "In ou
.et we are not aceustomed to thi
Bort of conduct. It ie so bourgebls.
"My father has a preeentlment tha

he haa a very short tlme to llve. H
had a" very serlous attack two day
*go," replled Ollve, quietly.

<'Of course, that mlght be an excus'
but lt really cannot be the true ret
»on."
"YOu dld not ralse any objectlon Juf

now."
"Oh, everybody knows that wher

BJlverbeeeh ls concerned the castle ha
to glve way. Rank nowadays haa a
ways to give way to mere money.!' an
my lady tossed her head and sneered
"Need we quarrel, Lady Belborough'
"J am not. .quarrelling, Ollve. Ho

can you say such a vulgar thing? C
pourseu when you are the wife of tl

He passed boura at the grent gate.

helr of Belborough we shall expect
you to glve up thls mlddle-class rude-
ness. You sadly need formlng, my
dear."

"I have not had the advantages of
your ladyship's birth, but I know," re-
torted Olive, unable to refraln from
the llttle sting. :.'".
The elder lady smlled lndulgently.

"No one knows better than I do how
money has deterloated the tone of so¬
ciety; but really. I must try to lm-
prove you. But do learn restraint."

Olive laughed I am. afrald I shall
never be very dlfferent from what I
am. You see I am partly American,
and say what I think."

"A. posltively atroclous hablt, child.
Only vulgar people indulge that terri¬
ble mannerlsm."
"Jack llkes lt," was the quick reply,

glven wlth a smlle.
"He Is rldiculously in love with you,

I know; and that would account for
anything. But he'U get over that. ar.d
then you must really be careful. It
wlll Jar on hlm: and you wlll make
heaps of enemles."

"I have not made them round Bel¬
borough; but please let me :say no
more about this. If my father. s.sked
me to be married to-morrow, T should
do lt, Lady Belborough, especially for
such a reason as he has."

"I suppose that ls hls real reason
and that lt has not anything to do with
your fortune. Of course, that ls mosl
important."

"I don't think Jack thinks so. But dc
let us <iry a truce."

"It ls all most extraordinary," ex-
clalmed Lady Belborough, r|sing. "Bui
then you are a very extraordinary girl.'

"Jack wlll agree 8bout that at an;
rate," cried Olive. "Ah, here he ls, we'i
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"I see," 6aid Mr. Hennessey, "we're

jgoln' to felnd th' navy to th' Passyftc.'.*
"1 see we're not. too," sald Rlr. Doo-

iley. "There's two sldos to lv'ry ques-
'tlon, an' ln

^ Washlngton there aro
itwlnty-two to" lv'ry answer. Wan day
jsees th' navy tearin' around th' Horn,
Inot to intlmydate th' Japs, mlnd ye,
but on'y to show thlm that If they're

.jlookln' f'r throuble they can have It
'without movln' out lv thelr back yards.
'jAnother day th' navy Is stlll at home
'explodln' itsllf. Th' navy gun her nama
'iwaa Maude. I wudden't want to be ln
.front iv wan lv thlm gr-reat injlnes
. lv desthructlon, but if I had to make
tjme cholce an' all th* places undher-
tjneath were taken, I'd rather be ln front
jthln behlnd. F'r purposes lv safety

lithey ought to be polnted th' other way.
i|If war comes th' minylt we turn our
t guns on th' lnlmy t'wlll be all over wlth
i|hlm.
I "No, slr, I can't tell whether th' navy
a ls goln' to spend th' rest lv Its days

protectln' th' what Hogan calls our ln-
sulted posEesslons ln th' Oryent, or

3 whether It ls to remnln in th' nelgh-
i borhood lv Barnstable rnakin* th' gla-

zters Iv New England rich beyond th'
dhreams |v New England avarlce,
whlch ar're hopeful dhreams. Th' cabl¬
net is dlvlded, th* slcrety lv th' navy ie
dlvlded, th' prlsldint ls dlvlded an' th'
press ls dlvlded. Wan great Iditor.
fr'm hls post lv danger in Paris, hac
ordhered th' pavy to report at Sar.

,_ Franclsco at four elght next Thursday
Another great iditor llvin' ln Germans
has warned Jt that lt wlll do so at 1 tt
perll. Nawthin' ls so flne as to 6ee c
preat modhern Journallst unbend fr'rc
nls mlghty task lv teli«ctln' fr'm t
bunch iv phottygrafls th' prottle6t cool.
lv Flatbush, or engineerin' wlth hh
great furrowed braln th' Topsy Fiazp
Compytltlon to tride wlth some Ugh

" warm-weather eubjlct llke internay
llonal law or war. But rnen such a:
these can do annythlng.

"But, annyhow what dlff'rence doe.
it make whether th' navy goea to th
Paseyflc or pot? If jt goes at all l
won't be to make war. They've dump

!. ed all th' fourteen-lnch shells Into th
d sea. Th' ammunitlon holsts ar-re flllei

wlth American beauty roses an' orchlds
Th' guns are loaded wlth confetty. Th

wlofhcers dhrink nawthin' ethronger thli
)f vanlUa an' ethrawberry rr.ixed. Whi;
ie[th' tara go ashore tfcey hurry at wans

put it to him." she added, as Jack ei
tered the room."

"I have to go to Lord Belborough
was the sharp reply. "You can come
me when this extraordinary matter h
been explalned. Jack." And wlth th
she swept out of the room. havlng
wish to witness the greetlng of t'
lovers.

CHAPTER IV.
At the Altar Stepa.

"What'S all the pother, sweetheat
and what's the matter wlth :ne mater
asked Jack, after tho loving greetlni
betv/een Olive and himself, .whlch h
mother had preferred not to wltnes

Olive told him her father's wish.
"The best news I ever heard in n

llfe," he declared earne3tly. wlth
jcyous smlle. "But lt mlght have be
better."

"Better?"
"Mr. Parmenter mlght havo wlEh

lt to take place to-morrow. That wou
have been ever better, wouldn't it
and he klssed her agaln. "And wh
about the mater?"

"She was concerned to know the re
son. Jack."

"Oh. reason be bothered. The fa
Is enough for. me. By Jove. thls
somethlng worth coming down for
a.'hUrry. I'll write to the chief and g
leave for a month. And what ls t
reason?"

Olive told him of her father's pr
sentiment, and his eyes clouded. "i
I'd rather liave had any rooson b
that," he sald. sympathetlcully. "E
you don't really think thero ls a
danger of the sort?"

"I hope pot; but he is rea'ly Ul. 1
had news that upset him 'he day t
fcre-yesterday. and you know his he;
is not strong enough to stand a
j;reat sherlt."

"I am sorry, Olive. But he is rlg

to th' home iv th' Christyan Indeavor
8oclety or throng th' free libries readin'
ralligous pothry. Me frind Bob Evans
|s goln' to conthrlbute a serles Iv artl¬
cles to th* Ladies' Home Journal on
croshaying. F'r th' Hague Peace Con¬
ference has aboiished war. Hlnnlssy.
Ye've seen th' last war ye'll Iver see,
me boy.

"Th' Hague conference, Hlnnlssy, was
got up be th' Czar lv Rooshya just ba-
fure ho moved his army again th' Japs.
It was a qulet day at Salnt Pethers-
burg. Th' prlme mlnlster had Just boen
blown up wlth dlnnymlte, th' Czar's
uncle had been shot an' wan lv his
couslns wns expirln' fr'm a dose iv
prooslc acid. All was comparltlve
peace. In th' warrum summer's aftljer-
noon th' Czar felt almost dhrousy as he
set in hls rlle palace an' llstened to th'
low, monotonous drone lv bombs beln'
hurled at th' Probojensky guards, an'
plcked th' broken glass out lv th'
dhrlnk that'd just been broug*"ht to hlm
be an aged servltor who was prlsldent
Iv th' Salnt Pethersburg lodge lv Pa-
thrlotlc Assasslns. Tli' monarch'a mlnd
turned to th' subjlct iv war an' he says
to hlmsllf: 'What a dhreadful thlng it
Is that such a beautiful wurruld shud
be marred be thousands lv lnnoclnt
men beln' slnt out to shoot each othor
f'r no causo whln thoy mlght betther
stay at home an' wurruk f'r their rila
masthars,' he says. T wlll dlgulse me-
sllf as a moojlk an' go ovor to th*
tlllygraft offlce an' summon a meetln'
lv th' Powers,' he says.

"That's how lt come about, All th'
powers Blnt dlllygatas an' a gr-reat
manny lv th' weaknessee dld bo too.
They met last week ln Holland, an'
they have been devotln' all thelr time
slnce to makln' war' imposslble ln th'
future. Th" meetln" wae opened wlth
an acrimonyous dehate over a resolu¬
tion offered be a dlllygate fr'm Pary-
guay callln' f'r lmmeejit disarmamlnt,
whlch ls tli' same, Hlnnlssy, nB.notl-
fyln' th' Powors to turn in thelr gunt
to th' man at th' dure. Thls was car-

t rled he a very heavy majorlty. Amone
those that "voted ln favor lv it were
Paryguay. Uryguay, Swltzerland, Chl-

1 ny, Bllgium an' Ban Marino. Oppose-'
were England, France. Roo>ihya. Ger¬
many, Italy, Austhree, Japan an* the
Unlted States.

"Thls was regarded be all present ai
a happy auggry, Th' convlntlon thlr

I think, to lulrry matters on. It wlll
ed*e lils mind to do what. no wlshes.
Ii" he knows you afd lvippy~-and I
think wo can anewar that you will bo
that.lt will prolong hls llfe."

"I am very troubled about hlm, Jnck,
ahd ro ls Dr. Gregory."

"We'll do our best to mako hlm ns
happy as we mean to bc. iiirl then. lf
happlness makes for lrtng llfe, he wlll
hnve marty, many years tu me yet.'1

"I suppoae It. Is foollali," rfeplldd
Olive, suppressing o slgh, "but 1 eart-
r.ot shake off n feO.tng of de;,resslon,

la* It somethlng were golng to Imp-
pen."
Jack laughad. "(Somethlng ln golng

16 happ*n, sweethtarf..we art k;oin>;
tc be married." He took her hand and
drew her to hlm Just as the ,iu ir Opened
to admlt the others.

Rlr, Parmenter having gnined his
way was In good splrits, gave Jack
a warm greetllig. and asked laughing-
ly If he v.as much put out by the
chnngo of plan. Jack replled ln the
pamc splrlt, and then ivhlspored to
Olive that her father was looking bet-
ter than he had seon hlm for some
time past.
"He is excltetl. that is aU," she ro-

pliert. "When we are alono the re-
actlon will come. You wlll seo then
how really Ul he ls."
She proved to bo right, Jack re-

malncd after hln father and mother
had gone, and when he and Ollvo re-
turned trorn n ranible ln the ground3
they found Mr. Parmenter lying very
still and whlte in tho library.

"I nm paylng -the prlce for my
efforts this mornlng," he sald, smlllng
feebly. "It ls a good thlng that tho
marriage Is to be hurrled on."
The days that lntervened were full

ones for Olive. There was much to be
dono to get ready. nnd Mr. Parmenter
was always urging haste, moro haste,
as though the Issue of his own llfe
depended upon tho completion of the
arrangements.
As the days passed hls nervous rest-

lessne«3 and agltatlon Increased. Hls
temper, usually calm and even, suf-
fered. He grew querulous and lidgety
and asked a hundred tlmes a day lf
everythlng waa getting well forward.
And. atrangest of all, Olive often
found hlm Ungerlng ln the hell as lf
on the watch for some one.
On the eve ot the wedding day thls

watchfulness developed almost into
eccentriclty. He passed some hours
actually at the big gates of the drive,
and when Olive sought to get hlm to
the house, he answered sometlmes
testlly and at others with fretful lm-
patlence.
The preparations for the wedding

were hurrled forward wlth all speed
meanwhlle. It was to be a very slmple
ceremony. Threo brldesmalds, Jack's
only elster, Winlfred, and two of
Ollve's frlends, a frlend of Jack's
from the Foreign Offlce as best man;
Lord and Lady Belborough, Mr. Ca6e-
ment, the lawyer; and Dr. Gregory,
who was ln close attendance on Rlr.
Parmenter.
Lady Belborough had wlshed to have

a much more elaborate gatherlng, and,
as usual, found occasion to expresi
her censure ln unpleasant terms, vent-
Ing lt chlefly upon Olive. She coult
not prevent the marrlage, but was oh-
v^ously resolved td make lt as llttle
pleasant for her future daughter-ln-
law as possible. And on the day be.
fore th* wedding she was especlallj
rude to Olive.

"It ls such a hole-and-corner af
'falr," she declared wlth a sneei

a "Whatever we really think, we ough
at least to try to 6how that we ar
not ashamed of the buslness."

"RIy father la too ill for any bu
the quletest wedding," replled Olive.
"Then we ought to have walted un

tu he ls better. Thls ls golng to b
Just an advertiseittent that the Caa
tle is aware lt is a mesalliance."
But JaCk chancod to hear this re

mark and hls face flushed angrily.
"For shame. mother," he cried. "Yo

Insult Olive by the use of such a term
RIy wlfe will be one Of whom any ma
ln the world mlght be proud."

"Never mlnd, Jack," sald Olive has
tlly.
"You mean that you insult m<

John," replied Lady Belborough, ang
rlly. "But lt i-s of course Ollve's wis
to make a breach between us, and
ls only slnce you have como under sue
Influence that you seek to degrade m
ln thls way."

"Oh, Lady Belborongh, please don
say that. Nothing could be farthe
from my thoughts or wlshes than t

:ht, cause any breach of any sort betwee:

dlscussed a rlsolutlon offered be th'
Turklsh dillygate abollshln' war alto-
gether.' Thls also was carried, on'y
England, France, Rooshya, Germany,
Italy, Austhree, Japan an' th' Unlted
States votin' no.

"Thls made th' way clear f'r th' dis¬
cussion lv th' larger question iv how
future wars shud be conducted in th'
best lnthrests lv peace. Th' conference
consldhered th' posslbillty lv abollsh¬
ln' th' mushroom bullet, whlch enther-
ln' th' lnteeryor lv th' inlmy not much
larger thin a marble, soon opens lts
dalnty petals an' goes whlrlln' th'
allymlnthry canal llke a pln-wheel.
Th' Chinese dillygate sald that he re-
garded thls hero insthrumlnt lv peace
as highly painful. He had an aunt in
Pekln, an estlmable lady, unmarried,
two hundbred an' flfty years lv ag.\
who raycelved wan without warnln'
durln* th' gallant rlscue lv Pekln fr'm
th' foreign legatlons a few years ago.
He cud speak with feelin' on th' sub-
jeck, as th' Chinese army dld not use
these pro-jletyle8, but were armed
with bean-shooters. Th' """ngllsh dilly¬
gate opposed th' resolution. 'It ls.*
says hc, 'qulte thrue that these here
pellets aro ln manny cases harmful to
th' dlgestion, but I thlnk it wud ba
goln' too far to suggest that they be
abollshed ontll thelr niannyfacther Is
betther undherstud be th* .subjick
races,' he says. ,'I suppose wan lv
these bullets mlght throw a whlte man
off hls feed, but we have abundant
proof that whln Injicted Into a black
man they gr-rea.tly Improve hls moral
tone. An', afther all, th' Improvemlnt
lv th' moral tone is, glntlomin, a fat
gravor matther thin anny more
physlcal question. We know fr'm ex-

peeryence in South Africa that th
charmln' bullet now undhar dlscusslor
dld much to change conditions ln thnt
enlightened on' julcy part lv hls Ma¬
jesty's domains. Th' darky that liap-
pened to stop wan was ull th' betthei
f'r It. He retlred, fr'm labor un' glvi
up hls squalid an' blgnmlous life,' ln
says, 'I am ln favor, howlver, lv re
strlctln' thelr use to ehc.ounters wltl
races that we properly consldher ln
feeryor.' he says. Th' dlllygato fr'n
Sinagambya rose to a questlon lv prlvi
lege. 'Ptate ye'er questlon lv prlvl
lege,' says th' chalrman. 'I wud 11k
to have th' windows open,' says th

Wlth that «h0 swep t out of the room.

you," crled pllve tn deep distress.
"It la easy to say that," was the

sneerlng reply. "But thls marriage
wltli do lt ln any event. You have
always taken pleasure ln thwartlng
and hunilllatlng me and overy one at
tha Castle."

"I am very sbry you thlnk that. I
assure you lt la not the case," sald
Ollve.

"Mother, how can you?" exclaimed
Jack hotly.

"If you contlnue to flaunt me ln
thls way I shall refuse to go to the
weddlng at all," replled Lady Belbor¬
ough, Just as her husband Jolned the
llttle group.
"What ls tho matter?" he asked.
"Mother ls angry, sir, and has ln-

sult.ed Ollve," said Jack hastlly.
Lord Belborough had but llttle

welght ln hls famlly as a rulo; but
he was genulnely fond of Ollve and
Immensely pleased wlth the match his
son was making. "I thlnk I can un¬
derstand," he sald very quletly.
Then to Ollve: "My dear, you wlll
make a very b.e^rtiful brldo; very
beautiful Indeed; and you are as good
as you are beautiful. Any man
mlght be proud to win you. Jack ls
the lucklest fellow ln England;" and
he klssed her tenderly.

Tears of rnortlflcatlon sprang to his
wife's eyes.

"Of course you could be trusted to
slde agalnst me. I shall not go tc
the weddlng. The county shall see
that some one at the Castle ls.agalnst
such a degradatlon."

"Carollne!" crled hls lordshlp, stern-
ly. "'Never mlnd, my dear chlld," he
added to Ollve. "Jack has chosen ex«-
actly as I would have had hlm c.hoose;
and I shall be as proud of my new

daughter as Jack wlll be of hls wife.
Now. Carollne, I wish to speak to you."
Ho led her away and for once asserted
hls authorlty ln a manner that sl-
lenced ovea hep bltter tongue.

. * » .

The weddlng day was glorlously flne
and all the great house avas astlr wltr
excltement and bustle.
But there was a cloud on Ollvo*!

splrits. The perlod of restless exelte¬
ment had so told upon Mr. Parmentei
that he was really 111. Ollve wai
dressed ln good tlme before tho houi
fcr the ceremony; anid rarely beautlfu
a*nd sweet she looked, dosplte thc

dlllygate fr'm Sinagambya. 'I fee]
falnt,' he says.

"Th* Hon'rable Joe Choato, dllly¬
gate fr'm th" United States, moved that
In future wars enlisted men shud not
wear ear-rlr.g3. Carrld, on'y Italy vot-
ln' no.

"Th' conference thln discussed blow-
n' up th' lnlmy with dinnymite, pol-
sinln' hlm, shootln' th' wounded, set-
tln' fire to Infants, bllln' prlsoners-lv-
war ln hot lard nn' robbin' graves
Some excltemint wns created durln
th' talk b0 th' dillygate fr'm th' can-

nybal Islands who proposed that pris.
oners-lv-war be euten. Th' Germai
dillygate thought that this was carry.
in' a spee.yal glft iv wan power to<
far. It wud glvo th' cannybal lslandi
a dlatlnct advantage in case lv war, tt;

European sojers wore accuutomed t<
horses. Th' English dillygate sali
that. whlle much cud bo said ugulns
a praetice whlch personally seemed t'
hlm rather unsportsmanllke, stlll h
felt he must reserve th' right lv ann;
cannybal allies lv Brlttnnya to go n

far as they llkod.
"Th" Hon'rable Joe Choato movci

'that In futuro wars no military ham
shud be considered complete withou
a base-dhruni. Carrjd.

Th' entire South American dlllyga
tlon said that no nation ought to go t
war because another nation wanted t
hang It up on th* slate. Th' Emjlis
dillygate was much Incensed. 'Whj
glntlewan,' says he, 'if ye deprlved u

lv th' right to collect debts be klllii
th' debtor ye wud take away fr'm xva
Us entire moral purpose. I mii3t us

ye agaln to cease thinkln' on tlil
subjick in a gross mnteeryal wny. ai

consldher th' moral slde alone,' he say:
Th' conference waa much moved n

this pathetlc speeeh. th' dillvgato fr'i
France wept softly into hlslinndkei
chof, an' th' dillygate fr'm German
wint over an' forclbly took nn oper
faeo goold watch fr'm th' dillygat
fr'm VJnxwalR.

"Th* Hon'tablb Joe Choate move

that ln all future wars horsos shud t
fed wlth hay whertver possible. Cai
r|d.
"A long Informal talk an th' reli

thvoduction lv scalpln' followed. .'
last tli' dlllygute fr'm Chiny arose a

snys he: 'I'd like to know what war i
What is war, anny'how?1 'Th' Loi

shadow caused by her father's condl
tlon.
Her brldesmalds arrlved and all wen

walting for tha carriages, when Dr
Gregory came In search of her.

"I wish to speak to you about yout
father, Mlss Parmenter," ha rald, anc
hla look waa very grave. "I reallj
doubt lf he ought to go to the church
He ought rather to be ln bed."
"Where ls he?"
"I left hlm ln the library wlth Mr

Casement. I cannot account for th
change ln hlm ln the last few days
Ho ls worse than I have ever knowi
liim- Has he anythlng on hls mlne
thlnk you, that can account fer lt? H
ls ln a state of lntense norvous ex
citement and apprehenslon, lt scom
to me.", «

"Let us go to hlm." sald Oilve. "

know ho has been very much exclte
for the past week. You reivinmber,
told you his last attack was the resu)
of a telegram that appeared to dis
tress hlm greatly."

"If you can'persuade hlm to remal
at home instead of golng to the churel
I. am sure lt wlll be best. He canno
stand any exeltement."
But Mr. Parmenter would :iot hear c

anythlng ot the sort. The mera r,ug
gestlon provoked hlm Into an almoi
angry protest. "Not be.o try.chlld ma:
ried," he cried. "I should go if I hs
to crawl on my hands and knucs tl
whole way."
Ollve slgned to tho others to leat

them, and as soon as the two woi
alone, she threw herself on her knei
and put her arms round hls neck."

"Dearest, lt. is only for your ov,
sake," she whispered. "Dr. Gregoi
thinks the exeltement will do yc
harm."

"Don't Ollve, don't. I must see yc
married. You don't understand; and
can't toll you now. I couldn't bearwalt here alone. Tha suspense wou
klll me."

"But, dearest, I shall be marrh
just as surely. Mr. Casement can gi
me away; and every one wlll unde
Btand that only your health ls t:
cause of your absence."
At that moment the flrst of t

carriages drove up t the house, ai
he started up and looked about hlm
"What is that?"
"Only the carriages, dearest, to ta

us to the church."
"No, no. Go and see. Quick. Do

knows, wo don't,' says th' chalrm;'We're all profissors lv colledgesUwyera whln we're home,' he sals lt war to shoot my aunt?* saysdillygate fr'm Chiny, Cries Iv 'jno.' 'ls It war to hook me fathr
best hat that he left behlnd whlnbashfully hurrld away to escapeattintlons iv Europeen sojery?' ho sa.'ls robbery war?' says' he. 'Rohb.
Is a nlclssry part Iv war,* saysEnglish dillygate. 'F'r th" purposeenfoorcln' a~ moral example,' he sa
'Woll,' says old Wow Chow, 'I'd |to be nble to go back homo nn*
thlm what war really is. A few yeback ye slnt a lot iv young mon o
to our part iv th' wurruld nn' wlth
sayln' wlth ye'er lenve or by yileave they shot us an' they hung> up be our psycho knots an' tll burnod down our llttlo bamboo hou;
Thln they wint up to Pekln, set
to th' tqwn an' stolo Ivrythlng
slght. I Just got out Iv th' back d
in time to escape a Jab ln th' spfr'om a German that I nlver see
fure. If it hadn't been that whii

1 was a boy I won th' hundred yards
1 th* University iv Slambnrig ln 1
t hours an' forty mlnylts, an' If lt hai
happened that I was lightly dhres
in a summer hverskl.rt nn' a thln blo
an' lf th' German hadn't stopped
steal me garters, I wudden't be h
nt thls moment.' Eays ha. 'Was t
war, or wnBn't lt?' ho snys. 'Tt was
oxpedltion,' says th' dillygate t
England, 'to serve th' hlgh moral
tles iv Chrlstyan olvvyllzatlon.' "ri
snys th' dillygate fr'm Chiny, pui
on hls hat, .I'm f'r war,' lie says.
aln't so rough,' ho says. An' he \
home."

"But Is tho navy grln' to th' I
syflc?" asked Mr. Hennessy.

"If yetook a vote in th' navy or
ye bet lt wud," sal'd Rlr. Doo]
"Thnt's th' throuble about these 1
movements f'r peace. We uso
wrong klnd lv peoplo to stop <

IiiBtend lv usln' pro-ilssors nn' 1
yers w0 ought to use sojprs. A pi
movement that cud get th' suppor
th' United Stntes navy wud be W
whlle. Let Ivry man do what he
ln hls own way. Let hlm attenc

i' th' thlng he knows' most about.
th' eojers etop war an.1 th' pro-fls
atop tnlkln',"

I pay."
To humor hlm she went out, leaV'ta"

im? hlm starlng after her almost |--
witdly.
"Only tho carrlngea, dearest, as t'-JI

sald," oho told hlm.
"Thnnk God." ho crled, and fell back

whlto and trombllng.
She called the doctor hack then andMlSI

told hlm thnt her father lnslsted upon'-'i|
golncr to tho church, nnd that sho
thought. it woulcl be ri:;ky to attempfi '[.¦[.
to thwart hlm. He agreed; nncl In thla
way tiiey walted tint.ll all tho rest had
gono nnd tho carrlngo was waitlng
for Ollvo and her father.
Then he rn.llled hls strength, rose f*!

from tho couch and led Ollve out. But ¦"*$
she could feel that ha waa trombllng'i^^Bwith exeltement.

All the way to tho church he kep*
looklng out nervously from tho car¬
riage window; and hla agltatlon in« .;|
creased so that when the reached
tho lychgato and wero walking up'¦'¦'{¦$&
the path Ollve had to half support'^"aS
hlm. ..p.j
"Thank God, at laat," he murmured

as they reached the porch.. He had to
pauso a moment from weakness; and
the doctor, who waa walting there, y
offered hla arm. But he refused lt
te'stlly.

"I am better now," he sald with a

smile, as they started up the aisle.
The llttle church was packed wlth ''.;--

people from all the district; and a mur-. *">'¦;
mur of ndmlratlon' rustled among tho
eongregation as Ollvo and her father .-.-.

appeared, and necks wero craned and
all heads turned to see her.
Raroly lovely she looked, aa wlth

hoad sllghtlv bent aho passed up to
the altnr rall, where Jack was waitlng
In mlngled delight, antlclpatlon and
nervousness.

Ollvo horsolf waa qulte solt-poa-
sessed; and what the onlookers mls-
took for, tho nervousness of a brldo
was really anxloty on account of her
father. Sho was glad to soo that he ':.
appeared now to shake off the depres-
sion ancl fear whlch had so dlsturbed
her; and ho took hla placo wlth qulot
dlgnlty and pleasure.
A3 the clergyman commenced the.

short and solemn exposition of the.
estate of matrlmony and, ended wlth
tho demand that "if any man can Bhew
any Just cause wliy they may not be
lawfully jolned together, let hlm now
speak, or else hereafter forever hold
his peace," tha old man llfted hls head ..,:.;
and looked round the building wlth a

slgli of lntense relief.
But ln that Becond hls expression

changed.
A woman closely velled came quickly

up the alsle and ralsed her hand.
"Stopl I forbld the banns," she cried,-

in a loud, ringing voice.
All eyes wero instantly turned upon

her and a qulver of exeltement moved
the whole eongregation.
The interruptlon was so entirely nn-

expected that for the moment the
clergyman hlmself waa at a loss what
to say.
"Who are you, and what ls the nature

of your objectlon?" he asked at length.
"I am Richard Parmenter'a wife, ani

that ls not our chlld," -she crled ln tha .-.'
same strong tone, as ahe threw back
her vell and polnted flrs^at Ollve ana ...'

then at Mr. Parmenter.
The eyes of all followed her finger

of denunciatlon and wero flxed upon
the old man, who shrank and trembled
so vlolently that Ollve put out her arnv

to support hlm. >

Gray as death Itself he waa, hls Uvld
Ups parted, as he strove for breath and
sought to form some reply to the accu- >'
satlon.

"It's.It's".but the words would not
come; and suddenly he clutohed at hls
throat, gasped spasmodlcally for breath, ¦-

and uttered a despalrlng groan as ho
sllpped from Oilvo's arm. He fell for¬
ward on hls face and lay huddled upon |
tho altar steps.
As he fell, an Involuntary exclama-

tlon broke from many of those present;
and every man and woman in the
church was wroug.ht up to a pltch of
lntense exeltement.
A great hush followed,-as Dr. Greg- ..-.-

ory bent over the milllohalre; and ln
solemn, awo-lnsplrlng sllence, the
whole eongregation walted for the re¬
sult of hls examination.

(To Ba Contlnued Next Sunday.)
-.- l

CHINESE SEVEN AGES.

"Unknown Phlloaopber Picturea *he
Course of the Llfo of Mon.

A French offlcer, Louls^ de Chantllly,
tells ln.JPar'la GU Blas of hls discovery
in a Buddhist convent'ln the mountalns
of Tonkln of a dusty manuscrlpt con¬

talning the Chinese' verslon of tho.
seven ages of man.

"At ten years old," says the wrlter,
whose name has long been forgotten,
"the boy has a heart and n braln as

Boft as the tender shoot of a young
bamboo. At twenty ho is llke a green
banana; he is just beginning to rlpen
ln warm rays ot common senso.

"Thlrty years sees hlm developad*?*""*;
Into a buffalo. He is strong and lusty.*:
full of bodlljr and mental vlgor. Thla
is tho true aga of love; the age for.
him to marry at.
"At forty years, the prosperous man

has grown to be a mandarin and weara'

a coral button. But it would be truly
lndiscreet to conflde to him at tbls-
early nge any functlons calling for
Judlclal lntelllgcnco or calm.
"When he reaches flfty years, how¬

ever although he has grown stout and
fleshy he ls fit to hold any munlclpal
or State* offlce; he can admlnlster a city
or a province or perform any offlclal

"But at slxty years he is old. Handl-
crafts nnd nll actlve bodlly activitlea
are beyond hlm. Ha gives hls de-

pendents and cllents ndvice. That ls
all he is flt for.

"At seventy he ls just a dry rlcJCV
straw. He has only one care; to hus¬
band the breath of llfo that ls left t0
him ,to preserve lt, even by nrtlficlal
means Hls sons must assume the cara

of hls estate and the performance of
his duties."

Japanese C.lrU lu "Fl'laco.
A few evenlngs ago, about 6:30, as I

was walking along Octavla Straet,
near Sutter. I passed two intelllgent-
looklng, neatly and tasteCully-drossecl
Ilttle Japanese glrls. one apparently
twelvo vears old and the other prob¬
ably fourteen. Although tholr gen-
eral air of reftnemont was strlklng,
what partlcularly impressed me wero

the few words of their conversation.
that I overheard ns they walked by.
They wero not talking ln Japaneso.

.t, "I do not like any one to talk about
,",? me ln that manner," sald one. "Oh,

you really don't suppose that ena

meant it, do you?" waa tha reply.
"Well. how could." That was all I
heard. The English vas perfoct,
without a suggestlon of foreign nc-

eent ar.d the voirea were sweet and
v.eU-modulatcd. Had my eyes been
closod I could never have imoglned
thut the glrls were anythlng hut the
daughters of oultivated Anglo-Saxonu.
Yet the admlsslon to cl'.lzeniship ot
theso 'people ls hystertcally opposed by
a lot of wiid-eyed Swedes, I'lnns. Hun-

. garluns and other forelg.iem, whosa
Let speech ls almost un'ntelllg>«> to a na-.

sort tlve-born American..Sa.n Fvancjsjeo,
' "s'ewa-Letter. -
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